
Note From the 
President
Fall brings 
changing colors 
for our leaves and 
for our newsletter 
too!  On behalf of 
the staff, I hope 
you enjoy our 
new expanded 
newsletter.  We 
are adding more 
stories about 
Grove Park, more 
pictures, recipes and special guest 
pieces about health issues, and other 
points of interest.

KAYE WALSH

Yard of the Month

APRIL/MAY (combined because of 
garden tour):  Lin & Sherry Vickery, 
6709 Terry Lane:  A yard with beauty in 
every direction and special touches all 
around with spectacular azaleas  – a 
yard that shows nature at its best. 
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JUNE  Judy & John Hall, 7044 Lakeside 
Drive:  A lush green yard (which, 
among many others plants, includes 
autumn fern, variegated liriope, oakleaf 
hydrangea) with many trees and the 
hammock is so inviting during summer 
– a special yard.

JULY  Rick & Janis Stewart, 6600 
Williams Road:  Flowers of many kinds 
and color blooming around this house 
(including tomato plants tucked among 
the flowers with beautiful red 
tomatoes) – this yard looks like a 
painting.

AUGUST  Doug & Queenie Harris, 
6225 Randy Drive:  This is what a 
beautiful Southern yard looks like – a 
large yard with the lake adjoining for 
some fishing; a picket fence reflecting in 
the lake and potted plants up the steps 
to the front porch with rocking chairs – 
a yard that says stay awhile.

A Yard of the Month is selected by a committee from the Garden Club from 
April – December each year.  This is done in appreciation for those who give 
their yards TLC which adds to the beauty of our neighborhood.  For this 
year, the following yards have been selected:

Financial
Statement
BY: SHERRY VICKERY

$1,339.12 	 Starting Balance
+       20.00  Dues Paid
$1,359.12 	 Ending Balance

A tree is a tree is a . . . oh, a tree is so many things.            BY: LIN VICKERY
It is hope when the bleakness of winter is washed away in a day by the appearance of those little green jewels dangling from the graceful switches of a weeping willow.  

It is inspiration when the explosion of cherry blossoms rivets our eyeballs to their glorious display just when winter dullness seems to be taking unwanted root in our souls.  

It is delight when a cardinal suddenly appears against a background of snowy dogwood blossoms.

It is relief when a broad patch of dense shade from a tulip poplar provides exactly the temporary escape needed from the effects of mid-day gardening in June.  

It is awe when the mighty branches of a giant oak convulse under the power of nature's damp breath.

It is laughter when the child with us or the child within us manages to reach limbs high enough to look down upon those places we normally see only from below.

It is wonder when a mockingbird performs an operetta at dawn from atop a crape myrtle stage.

It is heartbreak when your favorite Bradford Pear lies in pieces in your front yard the morning after a storm too mild to even disturb your sleep.
It is therapy when gazing upon an expanse of green against the sky brings much needed peace that replaces anxiety or distress.

It is healing when the memory of your loved one is honored through digging a hole and planting a new Japanese maple with its whole life ahead of it.
With all the richness trees bring to our lives, we who live in Grove Park are truly blessed.

Save The 
Date

Grove Park Neighborhood 
Meeting

October 11,  6:30 p.m.
Hickory Grove Recreation 
Center 



SIGNAGE 
UPDATE
BY: JEWELL DAVIS

Grove Park Entrance Signs:  At our last Neighborhood Association 
meeting, in our discussion regarding Entrance Signs, the Sign 
Committee reported that for the foreseeable future we were not going to 
be able to install ground entrance signs because of right of way issues, 
liability insurance, etc.  The committee recommended that we use Sign 
Toppers on top of the existing street signs as other neighborhoods have 
done that had the same problems we have in obtaining permission for 
signs.  The Sign Topper would say: Grove Park and would be placed on 
top of the streets signs at all entrances.  This will give our neighborhood 
some identification.  We are scheduling a meeting with the city to 
discuss a matching grant and will give an update on this project at our 
next Neighborhood meeting. 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
SERVICES
BY: MK BRENNAN

A listing of neighborhood services is 
sent to the neighbors of Grove Park, so 
that we will have names and numbers of 
services that our neighbors provide.  

If you would like to advertise in our 
newsletter, which will be published four 
times per year, please get in touch with 
Mimi Davis at davisxyz@hotmail.com.  

This is the first installment of our new newsletter column, "The Things 
We Do For Love" which will highlight the ways compassionate Grove 
Park neighbors volunteer their time for the good of the people of our 
city. If you know someone who regularly helps organizations who help 
those in need, please contact Mimi Davis or Debbie Tipton.

This year, the AARP published a report which found that 1 in 
11 Americans 50 years old or older is at risk of hunger.  North 
Carolina was one of the ten worst states for food insecurity 

among this group, but five Grove Park neighbors, plus one local 
church, are doing something about it. 

Acree Armstrong, a neighbor on 
Terry Lane, worked at Ralston Purina 

for 42 years. But in 1990 when she 
retired she found a new organization 
that needed her even more. 
Friendship Trays! Begun in the 1970's 
in Charlotte, Friendship Trays now 

delivers approximately 600 meals 
every day to elderly, handicapped and 
convalescing people all over the city. 
Although recipients pay on a sliding 
scale, much of the cost is covered by 

church and civic groups, and much of 
the work is done by volunteers. 

Acree, who learned service to others from her own mother, 
has a long history of volunteerism and has worked at Crisis 

Assistance Ministry and Love, Inc. More recently she was the 
program chairman for a senior citizens group called the 
LOAFERS (Loving, Older Adult Fellowship) at Hickory Grove 
Presbyterian Church. Over time the group disbanded, but 
Acree, ever ready for a challenge, noticed Friendship Trays and 

became involved. Then, 3 years ago, the organization asked that 
Hickory Grove Presbyterian become a pick-up station, and 
Acree helped establish it as an outreach project of the church. 
Originally the group consisted of 4 or 5 couples who would 
work for a month each, but now her involvement has increased 

from a few times a year to every single week and nothing much 
deters her from her weekly route, delivering one hot meal, one 

cold plate and a drink to each home. One of the most 
astonishing things about Acree is that she does all this and 
more despite being afflicted with Raynaud's disease, a 

circulatory condition affecting her hands, making movement 
uncomfortable. Nothing seems to stop her.

Grove Park neighbor Barbara Graham is in the car every week 
with Acree. Barbara has lived on Tiverton Place since 1970 and 

started with Friendship Trays six years ago.  Another long-time 
volunteer, she worked in insurance and was active with the 

Charlotte Association of Insurance 
Women, working with the Salvation 
Army on Christmas projects for 

children, as well as various cancer 
drives and cystic fibrosis projects.  As 
if that wasn't enough, she also 
worked at Love, Inc for three or four 
years and at Presbyterian Hospital 

for a year, all volunteer positions. She 
started at Friendship Trays by being a 
substitute, but became a regular 
when her church became a pick-up 
station. While Acree does most of 

the driving, Barbara takes the meals 
to the door. She remembers one lady 
who was crying because she just 

learned that she had cancer. Barbara 
was glad that she could take a few minutes so the woman 

wouldn't be alone at that moment. 

Three more neighbors, all from Linda Lake Dr., also help at the 
Friendship Trays pick-up station. Dot Scarboro, a volunteer for 
about a year, Robbie Leach, a two year volunteer, and Millie 

Morrison who has over 10 years with Friendship Trays, are 
there each week to receive the prepared food, and make sure 
it is complete and correctly marked. They are all valued 
members of the church and responded when their minister 
asked for help.

What wonderful people live among us in our beautiful 
neighborhood.

The Things We Do For Love    BY: MIMI DAVIS

LEFT TO RIGHT: DOT SCARBORO, 
ACREE ARMSTRONG
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The Grove Park-Ravenwood Garden ClubWhat’s 
Happening 
at Grier 

Academy
BY: ANN NICHOLS
Grier will be busy in the 
coming months. On 
September 30th through 
October 7th, the school will 
host a book fair. Thursday, 
October 6th is designated 
Family Night, so bring 
every family member out  
and support the students. 
This year the Fall 

Festival will take place 

on Saturday, November 

5th.  It is a family oriented 
fundraising event. Weather 
permitting it will include 
lots of outdoor activities 
and games along with a 
silent auction. 

*The school is in need of 
uniforms for students 
whose families cannot 
afford them. We can 
help by purchasing 
dark blue shirts w/
collars or white 
shirts w/collars and 
khaki bottoms, sizes 
4-16.  You can find 
the uniforms at 
Wal-Mart, Family 
Dollar, Target or 
Dollar General. 
Grier wishes to 
thank the Grove 
Park Community 
for their continued 
interest and 
support.      

The next quarterly 
newsletter will include 
information about the 
development of a boys 
mentoring program. 

Greetings and 

good news, 

Garden Club 

friends! 

With proceeds 
of over $900, 
our Fourth 
Annual Garden 
Club Yard Sale 
held this past 
Saturday, Sept. 
17, was the 
most successful 
to date (with 
more than 
twice the 
proceeds of last 
year's sale). 
This success 
can be attributed to several factors: 1), this year we received more donations than ever 
before; 2) donations were made not only by Garden Club members, but also by friends 
and neighbors; 3) more than thirty good neighbors volunteered their time and efforts 
to make this sale the success it was. Rather than relaying tales of innovativeness and 
friendly salesmanship that I witnessed, I offer sincere thanks to the following Garden 
Club members and friends (in alphabetical order): Laura Baber, Carolyn Barnard, 

Rosemarie Belcher, Shirley Brown, Patty and Ed Copeland, Bebe Daniel, 

Jewel Davis, Mimi Davis, Charlotte Dowd, Wally 

Gilewski, Skip Griffin, Mary Hill, Pauline Hoff, 

Debbie and Ed Hyland, Cheryl Jesitus, Barry Jones, 

Marilyn Jones, Pat Lyke, Kristina Pearson, Brenda 

Ramos, Claudia Ramos, Margaret Richardson, Mary 

Richardson, Natasha Sonin, George and Irene 

Thomas, Lin and Sherry Vickery, Yvonne Walker, 

Barbara Warren, and Shelin Wilder. In addition, 
special thanks are due to Maryann Williams, who 
organized and led our sorting and pricing efforts on 
Friday afternoon; and to Maureen Gilewski, who 
organized and led our pack-up efforts on Saturday 
afternoon. Both Maryann and Maureen put in long 
hours, staying until the job was done. 

This was an exciting day.  Our front yard had the appearance of a festival with all the 
friends and neighbors moving about. While the weather was not optimal, it never truly 
rained and actually cleared as the day progressed. We even had Kaye Walsh on hand, as 
a photographer with The Grove Park Gazette taking candid photos. I hope that you will 
share the good news of this event with your friends and neighbors who supported this 
project, telling them that their efforts availed much. 

BY:  MARY-ELLEN JONES

Save These 
Dates

Garden Club Meetings
October 15, 10:30 a.m.

November 19, 10:30 a.m. 

December 17, 10:30 a.m. - Christmas Brunch 

MAUREEN GILWESKI FINDS TREASURE AT YARD SALE
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         Advertising in the Grove Park Gazette

The Grove Park Neighborhood Association newsletter is delivered quarterly to the approximately 470 homes in 

the Grove Park neighborhood.  Extra copies are given to real estate agents with homes for sale in our area.  

Advertising in the newsletter is a cost-effective means to reach potential customers in close proximity to your 

business or service and is particularly useful for the small business owner.

All advertisements are black and white and are placed on the outside back cover.  Space is extremely limited and 

ads are accepted on a first come, first served basis.

To advertise, send us your ad copy and indicate the desired size.  Payment is required upon proof of publication.  

We offer 10% discount to neighborhood residents whose businesses are in their homes, and we reserve the 

right to refuse inappropriate advertising.  To schedule your ad, contact Mimi Davis, at davisxyz@hotmail.com 

or 704-499-3918.

Sizes and Fee Schedule

Ad size             Cost per insertion             Dimensions

Full Page           $90                                 10” high X 7.5 “ wide

½ page             $50                                  4.75” high X 7.5” wide

¼ page             $30                                  4.75” high X 3.75” wide

In Charlotte, there are many opportunities for friends 
and families to participate and support those we know 

and love who have been affected by this disease.  So, 

here’s a short list of some of the events taking place this 

month.

Saturday, October 1, 2011
Susan G Komen Race for the Cure Charlotte

8:30 a.m. 1 mile walk

Wachovia Atrium, 301 S. Tryon Street 

www.komencharlotte.org 

Saturday & Sunday, October 22-23, 2011

Avon Walk for Breast Cancer - In It To End It

www.avonwalk.org

Saturday, October 29, 2011
The American Cancer Society Making Strides Against 

Breast Cancer of Charlotte 

8:00 a.m.  3k and 5k run/walk, Nascar Hall of Fame 

http://makingstrides.acsevents.org

The American Cancer Society is also conducting  the 
Pink Porch Campaign. Purchase a pink light bulb and 

install it in a visible location  (i.e.  porch, yard lamp) 

during the month.  The $5 pink bulb can be purchased 

from the AMC Charlotte office , 1901 Brunswick Avenue, 

Suite 100 or Blackhawk ACE Hardware Store located at 
4225 Park Road.  Let’s celebrate more birthdays!   

 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
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